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Students, Parents, Chancellor and Madam Morita, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen assembled here 

today on this most auspicious occasion. On behalf of the faculty and staff of Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, 

I would like to welcome and congratulate our first-year university students on your success in gaining admission 

to Kyoto University of Foreign Studies. I sincerely thank you for choosing this university as the setting for your 

higher education. 

Now, let’s look ahead a bit! Shall we? Next year in 2017 when you are in your second year of university, you 

will play exciting roles in celebrating our university’s 70th Anniversary. We will start preparing this month while 

the cherry blossoms are still in bloom. You will be the first students to enjoy our new 70th Anniversary Building 

and the new campus features that will make our community even stronger and more active than ever before. 

Now, let’s look back a long way. Kyoto University of Foreign Studies was founded shortly after the tragic loss 

of life and the utter devastation that much of the world suffered in the Second World War. The founders of the 

university were determined to create strong bonds among our students, teachers, and staff so we could play a role 

in leading the way forward to a better day for the people of our world. 

This university proudly declared this ambitious vision in our motto, “PAX MUNDI PER LINGUAS” which 

means “World Peace through Languages.” Our university’s brave motto expresses the deeply-held conviction of 

our Founders that conflict can be resolved and war can be avoided. With better communication, mutual 

international understanding will lead to the creation of sustainable international networks of peaceful 

communities. 

Next, let’s think about today. 2016, the year your university life begins, is a year when pioneering 

peace-building initiatives begin. It is Japan’s 60th year as a Member of the United Nations. This year Japan is on 

the UN Security Council after being elected for the 11th time to a 2-year term, more often any other nation in the 

world. In January 2016, the 15-year Sustainable Development Goal Plan started. Its motto is “For People, for 

planet. Leave no one behind.” And, just last December, the UN Security Council passed the first-ever UN 

Resolution on youth, peace, and security. Resolution 2250 gives full support of the United Nations to young 

peacebuilders. That means you! The UN is calling on you to help your sisters and brothers who live today in the 

midst of conflict and in extreme poverty. The world needs you should be active global citizens. 

The great passion of the Founders of our university was the belief that Kyoto University of Foreign Studies 

would teach not only foreign languages but also the spirit and the values embedded in the cultures of other nations. 

PAX MUNDI PER LINGUAS means taking part in constant efforts to bring justice and peace into the lives of 

every single human being living on this planet. 

So my dear students, please understand the PAX MUNDI concept. It is NOT about creating a small elite group 

of global leaders that the rest of us simply depend on for guidance. But the PAX MUNDI concept is that 

sustainable peace depends on community-wide leadership built upon good communication.  

At Kyoto University of Foreign Studies you will have three opportunities to become a life-long global citizen. 

What are they? There are three pillars of your education: first, foreign language training and education; second, 

humanities and social science courses such as philosophy, political science, and current global issues; and third, 

active participation in community engagement activities. 



Some community engagement groups are waiting for you to join. There are many PAX MUNDI projects – the 

Free Guide Club, Books 4 Books, TABLE FOR TWO, Vínculo de Latino, and Kyoto Gaidai Habitat. We also 

encourage you to create your own community engagement projects. Through community engagement activities 

you can develop a good understanding of today’s world by getting personally involved in the search for solutions 

to global problems. What is Global Citizenship? 

I would like to share with you a definition of Global Citizenship made by a group of teachers at Oxford 

University, their friends and neighbors. In the midst of World War II, they started a small-scale community 

engagement project to feed families who were caught up in the war and did not have enough to eat. This group, 

Oxfam, is still very active today. 

Listen to their definition. A global citizen is curious enough to keep on learning about the world independently 

as well as in university courses. You are willing to think about how the world works and why the world is like it is. 

You understand that our local and global communities are inseparably linked. You respect human and nature’s 

diversity. You are passionately committed to social justice and environmental common sense. You are willing to 

take part in local and global communities. You know you have a responsibility to try to make the world a better 

place to live. 

Do you want to be global citizens? I do and I know you do too. To be effective Global Citizens, we need to 

learn to open our minds and hearts wide enough to be creative and proactive. To solve problems, we need to think 

analytically and communicate our feelings and thoughts effectively so that we can work well with local and 

international partners and teams. The skills and talents which you need to develop depend on active learning – 

both individually and also in teams, in the classroom and outside the classroom. 

Indeed, in today’s world the skills you need to become a global citizen are the skill you will use at work after 

your graduation in 2020, the year many people of the world visit Japan for the Olympics! 

As a global citizen, you will feel at home in the world. As a global citizen, you will understand home issues 

from local, and also from global perspectives. Moreover, you will understand global issues from home as well as 

from global perspectives. Beyond national borders, above ethnic interests, global citizens become partners in 

communication and in friendships with people in other parts of the world. That is the future I dream of – for each 

one of you. 

The faculty and staff of our school is prepared and eager to help you in any way possible to enrich your minds 

so that you can become active global citizens. You will take many courses taught in English and in other 

languages you are learning right here on our campus. I would like you to feel totally at ease free to speak the 

foreign language that you are learning at this university. I earnestly urge you to take every opportunity to 

experience an international atmosphere here on campus without leaving Japan. 

Put your whole heart into getting engaged in our campus community. Jan Eliasson, the UN Deputy 

Secretary-General has told students that quite community engagement is the way “to diminish the gap between the 

world as it is and the world as it should be.” 

And that, my dear students, is a worthy life-long task for you, and for all of us in the Kyoto Gaidai Community. 

I hope that your university life will inspire you to become committed local citizens and, at the same time, 

constructive global citizens. 

At times, the world may seem to be full of trouble and sorrow. Consider this timeless wisdom at this turning 

point in your life:“Education breeds confidence. Confidence breeds hope. Hope breeds peace.”Step forward on the 

path of your university life with hope in your hearts. Thank you very much for your kind attention. 


